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China  which  she   believes   will  one   day  come  under
Japanese influence.
The Vatican has a growing following in the British
Empire, and hopes through the victory of General Franco
to have a growing influence in Spain and Spanish South
America.
Lastly, the Vatican, by its open attack on the Action
Franfaise in France, dealt an almost mortal blow at the
cause of French monarchy and paved the way, whether it
wished it or not, for the present regime of JVL Blum* Yet
again, the Communist supporters of M. Blum have been
prevented, to some extent, from gaining their demands
by the constant preachings of the French Catholic Clergy
against all such teachings, especially in Alsace-Lorraine.
I have tried to deal in this book chiefly with the political
side of the Pope's life and the influence of the Vatican.
There are many works on the religious influence of the
Vatican and on the teachings of the Catholic Church* and
I do not feel that it is for me even to discuss such matters*
On the other hand, the political influence of the Vatican
is not necessarily accepted by Catholics throughout the
world, and non-Catholics make a great mistake if they
consider that Catholic opinion blindly follows the Pope
in his support of Italy, or of any other country.
No Catholic has ever been forced, or even expected,
to follow Rome politically, and that is perhaps one further
reason why Pope Pius has had such immense difficulty in
steering his ship through the last difficult years.
I shall attempt to show the position of the Catholic
Church in most of the major countries of the world, and
to lay special stress on the British Empire and the United
States, since it seems likely that the most interesting